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This little light of mine . . .

I

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning. Through him all things were
made; without him nothing was made that has been
made. In him was life, and that life was the light of
all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it (John 1:1-5).

On numerous occasions, I have heard the ministry
at Harnhill described as a beacon of light. This
beautiful corner of the Cotswolds is certainly a
place where many have experienced joy, peace,
healing and renewed hope. Those of us called to
this ministry are aware of how blessed we are,
to be alongside guests as they experience God’s
love and grace in so many different ways. Recently
I was in the chapel at Harnhill and lit a candle
whilst preparing for guests to arrive for our time of
worship.

During the past year we have all faced many
changes and challenges during the first lockdown
and then appreciated greater freedoms as the
Covid-19 infection rates were held back. At
Harnhill it meant that in August the Centre was
reopened and we celebrated having guests on site
again. However, with changes of autumn in the air,
once again we face concerning developments and
ominous statistics as the rates of infections rise
triggering more lockdowns across Europe as the
‘second wave’ makes its unwelcome appearance.
When we switch on the TV, radio or internet, it’s
not long before we are bombarded with ‘bad’ news
and it is no wonder so many people are struggling.

Of course, nowadays, we have the option of
battery operated candles, but a substitute glowing
flame is just not the same as the real thing! As I
looked at that chapel candle flickering, I thought
about the fact I had lit the flame during in the day
and the experience of it in daylight is different
to looking at the same flame in the dark. In the
darkness a flame is of course significantly brighter
and more noticeable to our eyes. However, it’s
exactly the same flame burning with the same
intensity, whether lit in daylight or at night.

Living through a pandemic, alongside so many
other bad news stories, can feel overwhelming.
The metaphor of ‘gathering clouds’ and associated
gloom might seem an accurate picture of what’s
happening in our world right now. However, God’s
word tells us that ‘since, then, you have been raised
with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your
minds on things above, not on earthly things.’ (Col
1:1-2). We must take hold of this truth as people
with good news to share, because we don’t have
look to the world for our reality but only to Jesus.

Scripture is filled with images of light. Jesus said “I
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life”
(John 8:12). As children of God, we have a daily
opportunity to reflect the light of Jesus within us.
When we don’t feel very effective as a bearer of
light because we are so changeable, it is important
to remember the light of Jesus is still within us and
he never changes. Sadly, many seek and choose a
substitute light and not the real deal, and if we are
honest with ourselves, we might admit times when
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a substitute has attracted our attention more than
it should (e.g.. possessions, jobs, relationships). Noone can count on a substitute light in their lives as
it may bring the glow of fleeting comfort for a time,
but unlike Jesus, is not ‘the way, the truth and the
life’ (John 14:6).

to shine brightly and to travel further. Like many
churches, we are developing aspects of this ministry
to be offered online and thinking prayerfully about
how we continue to open our doors. We also
desire to encourage our extended community in all
God has called each person to during this time. It
is vital to do this for one another, to encourage and
uphold the truth, to fan the flame, because after all,
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
will not overcome it. - KP

During these past months, I’ve had a sense of
growing anticipation and a prayer developing
in my heart. It is this - that against the gloom of
uncertainty and many challenges our world now
faces, the unchanging light of Jesus will become
more noticeable in his people and his church
(within you and me). It’s not just about God being
light in the darkness to lead us in our own lives, but
Jesus-within-us being a light for others and drawing
them to discover the Lord for themselves.

Article by Revd. Kate Picot - Centre
Director and Chaplain at the Harnhill
Centre.

Harnhill is a beacon of the light of Jesus, lit over 34
years ago and as we look ahead, we are exploring
different ways which will allow his light to continue

FINDING CLEAR MINDS AND FULL HEARTS
THROUGH BIBLICAL MEDITATION
NEW
Mindfulness promises a method
of tuning out the voices for
a few minutes to live in the
moment. Biblical meditation
offers something better: an
opportunity to be transformed
by God’s voice of truth. This
book gives us a framework for
dwelling deeply on God’s word
so that it clears our minds and
fills our hearts, making a real
difference to the way we live.
A wonderful Christmas gift.

Linda Allcock | £7.99 £6.79

thegoodbook.co.uk/deeper
Shop Christmas at thegoodbook.co.uk/christmas
Go to
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A Loving Farewell to Carol Lawrence
Janie Cameron (J) spoke with Carol Lawrence (C)
about her approaching departure from Harnhill . . .

C - I love to sit under the walnut tree in the garden,
in the shade on a hot summers day; looking out
at the beautiful garden. I also love the big old oak
tree in the field, my kitchen looks out onto it. I
have photographed it in every season of the year
and that’s been lovely. The barn is also very special,
such a sense of Gods presence, I love that it’s very
beautiful.

J - How has the Lord changed you during your
time at Harnhill?
C - I think He has grown me a lot. I’ve done things
that I never thought I could do, like public speaking,
leading events helping to plan and host day courses,
things that… I would never have dreamed I would
do myself. So that has changed me. I think it has
given me confidence, and I guess I have learned a
little bit more about faith, about trusting in God
and how to keep on trusting in God over time. I
don’t feel I have changed very much inside, but in
terms of what I am able to do I have.

J - What has made you laugh the most over
the years?
C - I think some of the chats with other team
members, the Friday lunchtime conversation when
everyone’s unwinding have been quite funny.
There aren’t many times when all the team are
there together and those Friday lunches were very
special times, we laughed a lot at those.

J - What have been your most memorable
time at Harnhill?

J - You must have seen some significant
changes over the years?

C - Lots and lots of memorable moments. I
remember from the first Level-1training day
course that Kate and I did together. No-one knew
what to expect and we were amazed by how
many people came and were thrilled in the way
that God used that. Many memorable moments
during prayer ministry… when you know you’re
seeing somebody at a crucial, important stage in
their life when God does something significant,
and that is hugely memorable. Lots of memorable
relationships with people on the prayer team and
members of the community who come to services
as well.

C - I came in the April of 2012 and I had wondered
how much longer Paul and Bryony would stay as
they had already been here for sixteen years or so.
As it turned out in September of the same year
they announced that they would be leaving, they
worked a years notice and left in 2013. Kate came
a few months later in January 2014, and you and
Simon in the September, so we’ve all been together
on team for six years which is quite incredible.
J - Are there any thoughts you’d like to share
about lockdown?

J - What will you miss most of all after you
leave Harnhill and why?

C - We kept thinking that God might use us
(Harnhill) in a slightly different way. What we saw
was how God was at work in the prayer ministry
we did online, we were all amazed at how God
worked in all that. I missed people, our furloughed
staff and wider community, but also enjoyed our
little community here. God grew something within
us, we changed our rhythm of worship and have
continued with it. It helps us to keep a focus on the
important things which is a good thing.

C - Oh that’s an easy one, the people! The team
who have become like family, when you live in
community together for so long it is just like family
and I will miss that hugely. There is the volunteer
prayer team as well. I’ve got to know so many
people over the years, learned about their lives
and looked forward to meeting them four or five
times a year when they came to stay in house. And
I’ll miss all the regulars who come to the weekly
services and events whom I’ve got to know, I have
made some good friends along the way so I will
really miss all that.

J - How can we be praying for you after you
leave?
C - I guess you can be praying that I keep on going
with God… there’s a sense when you are living
in community that you are carried along and it’s a

J - Do you have a particular place at Harnhill
that you find relaxing and peaceful?
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bit different when you are on your own. You can
pray for me to find the right church. I’m not even
sure that I will stay in the flat I have, but I do like
it there. So there are some big decisions to make
about what I’m going to do for the rest of my life
and where I will settle. All of those kind of things;
it would be great if you could pray for me. I’d love
that, thank you.

know so many who are connected with the Centre
– the prayer team, those who come as guests,
those who come to the services, the trustees, the
staff and, of course, the residential team. Thank
you all for your love and support. I have been
privileged to see God at work in many lives and
feel so thankful for that. I will miss you all. And I
hope to be able to come back from time to time
and keep in touch. I pray for God’s continued
blessing on the work at Harnhill.

J - Unfortunately, due to unforeseen
circumstances we aren’t going to be able to
give you the send off we’d like, and you won’t
have the chance to say goodbye to everyone
in person. Is there anything you’d like to add?

Article by Janie Cameron - A member of the
Residential Ministry Team

C - It has been a privilege to be on team at
Harnhill. I have loved working here and getting to

Whilst Carol is retiring from ministry at Harnhill, she
will continue to be a member of our volunteer Prayer
Ministry Team and serve the wider community.
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Centre. She enjoyed chatting with members on
her list and she was always grateful for everyone
being so willing to participate.
A memory that Christine never forgot happened
back in Arthur Dodd’s days. He asked us to join
him in an Alpha course on the Holy Spirit day.
We accepted assuming we would be part of the
prayer ministry. Not long before the day we were
chatting to Arthur who said we would each take a
session. Christine was taken aback at this, having
never done anything like it before. And then, when
we were on the way Arthur casually mentioned
that all the participants were ordained! The Holy
Spirit came to our aid and all went well.’

A Tribute to Christine Butcher

I

t is with great sadness we share with you the
news that Christine died very peacefully on
the 13th July and her funeral took place at the
Westerleigh Crematorium on the 29th July. Due
to restrictions [David and the family] were limited
to family members attending. [David] is hoping to
hold a remembrance service at Harnhill when the
COVID restrictions are lifted.

David continues as a volunteer member of our
Barn Prayer Team and looks forward to joining with
everyone when we can meet again. Until that time,
we wish him, his family and all who remember
Christine fondly, God’s comfort and blessing.
Editor - Thank you to David Butcher for helping us prepare this
tribute.

David writes: ‘I think Christine would like to be
remembered for the twenty years approximately
when she organised the prayer cover for the

Easter at Harnhill

Our Guests Say . . .

As we turn to celebrate our risen Lord and
consider the impact of the empty tomb on our
world, we invite you to join us on retreat from
31st March to 4th April 2021.

I

t was a time of releasing . . . I feel
ready to move forward with the past
behind me. I feel lighter in my spirit
and excited for what God has next for
me - CK

T

Led by Revd. Kate Picot

S

hank you for opening during
this difficult time. I think the
precautions you’ve put in place
work very well and don’t detract from
the special time spent here with God
and others - AS

Book today at https://www.harnhillcentre.org.
uk/book_a_retreat, or email us at bookings@
harnhillcentre.org.uk for more information.
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New Look ‘Pull-Out’ Programme for 2021
Over the last few months, we have been reviewing our programme and are excited to
offer some different opportunities, all of which, we hope will enable our guests to enter
into the presence of God.
We continue to operate our Residential Retreats under the Government and Church
of England Covid guidelines. Please see our booking conditions on the reverse of this
programme for more information.

January
5th – 10th Personal Retreat
12th – 17th Personal Retreat
19th – 22nd Healing Retreat
22nd – 24th Personal Retreat Weekend
26th – 31st Personal Retreat
30th - Ministry of Healing in the Local 		
Church - Online

March

February
2nd – 7th Personal Retreat
9th – 14th Personal Retreat
16th – 21st Personal Retreat
23rd – 26th Healing Retreat
26th – 28th Silent Weekend Retreat

April

2nd – 7th Personal Retreat

6th – 9th Healing Retreat

9th – 12th Homecoming Retreat

9th – 11th Silent Weekend Retreat

12th – 14th Personal Retreat Weekend

13th – 18th Personal Retreat

16th – 21st Personal Retreat

20th – 25th Personal Retreat

23rd – 28th Personal Retreat
31st – 4th April Easter Retreat

30th April – 2nd May Personal Weekend
Retreat for under 30’s

4th – 9th Personal Retreat

1st – 6th Personal Retreat

11th – 14th Healing Retreat

8th - 13th Personal Retreat

15th - Ministry of Healing in the Local 		
Church - On Site

15th – 18th Healing Retreat

May

18th – 23rd Personal Retreat
25th – 28th The Secret Place Retreat
28th – 30th Personal Retreat Weekend

June

18th – 20th Silent Weekend Retreat
22nd – 27th Personal Retreat

Personal Retreats
‘He brought me out into a spacious place, He rescued me because He delighted in me.’ Psalm 18:19
Come and step away from everyday life to spend time in the presence of God. Enjoy a spacious place to be
renewed and restored.
Our Personal Retreats will offer flexibility depending on your needs. Choose 2 to 5 nights to suit your
time, availability and budget. These retreats are available for those needing some flexibility regarding time
and price. Everyone is welcome to join in the regular pattern of worship. We are pleased to be able to
offer one prayer ministry appointment or time with one of our Spiritual Directors during your stay –
please request at time of booking.
For further information on how to book please visit our website www.harnhillcentre.org.uk or phone
01285 850283.
Prices (All stays are from 3pm on the day of arrival to 2pm on the day of departure and include full board)
2 nights - £190
3 nights - £285
4 nights - £380
5 nights - £475

Healing Retreats

Our Healing Retreats are for 3 nights and are ideal for those who may need more support than is available
during our Personal Retreats. They are more structured and will include some teaching and two Prayer
Ministry appointments with members of our experienced Prayer Team.
Prices £285 (All stays are from 3pm on the day of arrival to 2pm on the day of departure and includes full
board)
19th-22nd January 2021
23rd-26th February 2021
6th-9th April 2021
11th-14th May 2021
15th-18th June 2021

Training Courses

‘The Ministry of Healing within the Local Church’
30th January 2021 - £20 - Online
15th May 2021 - £25 - On Site - Tea and coffee provided, please bring a packed lunch.
The day is ideal for Healing Ministry groups and individuals with an interest in the healing ministry.
The course will include the ‘health’ of the prayer minister, practical advice for prayer ministry and an
opportunity for prayer ministry practice.
We are hoping to hold this course on site but may need to change to ‘on-line’ depending on any Covid
restrictions. Please keep an eye on our website for details about other on-line courses we may be offering
over the next few months.

To book please visit www.harnhillcentre.org.uk and follow the links to
bookings or call 01285 850283

Led Retreats
These 3 or 4 night courses are based around a theme (see Retreat title), there will be a talk given each day
and there is an opportunity to meet once with a member of our Spiritual Direction team during your stay
to talk about how God may be at work in your life.
All stays are from 3pm on the day of arrival to 2pm on the day of departure and include full board.
‘Homecoming’ led by members of the Harnhill Team. £285
9th-12th March 2021
A retreat to reflect on how we can encounter Jesus in our everyday lives. There will be a talk each day and
an opportunity to reflect in the peaceful and contemplative surroundings of Harnhill.
‘Easter Retreat’ led by Rev’d Kate Picot. £380
31st March - 4th April 2021
A retreat to reflect on Jesus’ final week heading from the Last Supper to the Resurrection.
‘The Secret Place’ led by Alison Goddard. £285
25th-28th May 2021
A retreat to encourage us to enter into His presence, and an opportunity to explore the things that may
distract us from being able to do this fully.
Silent Weekend Retreats - £190
26th-28th February 2021
9th-11th April 2021
18th-20th June 2021
These weekends are an opportunity to step away in silence to spend time with God. The weekends will be
mostly self-directed, there is an opportunity to meet once with one of our Spiritual Directors to talk about
how God may be at work in your life.
Weekend Retreat for 20’s - 30’s - £190
30th April - 2nd May 2021
This is an opportunity for those who are in their 20’s and 30’s to step away from modern day life. This time
is suitable for ‘seasoned’ and ‘novice’ retreaters.

To book please visit www.harnhillcentre.org.uk and follow the links to
bookings or call 01285 850283

Booking Conditions - The Legal Bit
Full board includes breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Tea making facilities are available within your room.
Cancellation
We ask for the earliest possible notice of cancellations so that any vacancy can be offered to others:
- 28 days or more before your stay starts the Centre will return your payment in full less an administration fee of 10% of your 		
booking fee
- Between 14-28 days before your stay starts we will refund 50% of your booking fee
- Between 7-14 days before your stay starts we will refund 25% of your booking fee
- Less than 7 days before your stay starts your payment will become non-refundable
(Additional fees may apply to booking alterations and may be subject to an administration charge of £10)
Cars are parked at the owner’s risk
We regret that pets are not allowed at Harnhill, except for registered assistance dogs
Guests are responsible for the insurance of their own effects while at the Centre. We strongly recommend guests take advantage of
travel insurance to cover cancellations where possible
Please note that the Centre does not have a specialist dietician and we are therefore only able to accommodate certain diets. If you
need a special diet for medical reasons, or if you have personal dietary preference, please check before you book, to see whether we
are able to meet your requirements.
COVID-19 Booking Conditions
Please contact us immediately on 01285 852012 during office hours if:
*

You have symptoms of COVID-19; or

*

You are isolating because you or a member of your household have been in contact with someone experiencing these
symptoms; or

*

Your locality is subject to a local, regional or national restriction.
COVID-19 precautions

We are taking every precaution on site, but you will understand that we are unable to guarantee a virus-free environment. Guest
numbers will be limited each week and our team will be looking after guests to ensure we can maintain 2-metre social distancing
at meals times and within communal rooms. Masks are required on arrival and need to be worn on-site in all settings, except when
seated for meals, outside and when social distancing is unable to be maintained unless Government advice changes.
The team will also ensure a regular cleaning regime of any communal spaces with particular attention to high-touch areas. Meal
tables will be sanitised between meal times and the Butler’s Pantry where we would normally serve drinks and snacks will be closed
for the duration of your retreat. Payments up to £45 are contactless.
Bookshop
Our bookshop will be open, but we ask that you maintain social distancing and do not handle the books or merchandise until you
have decided to purchase the item. Any items you have touched but decide not to buy, please put them in the quarantine box.
These items will be removed from sale for 72 hours. Please respect social distancing whilst in the bookshop.

For more information about how to book a retreat, please
us our QR Code or visit our website at https://www.
harnhillcentre.org.uk/111/Book-A-Personal-Retreat

To book please visit www.harnhillcentre.org.uk and follow the links to
bookings or call 01285 850283

Wedding Ceremony for instance the role of the
Matchmaker; what it means to stand under the
‘chuppah’; the cup; the blessing; the ring etc.

Book Review

I found the chapter about the ‘Dowry’ given to
us by our Father clarifies the significance of Jesus’
parable about ‘The Lost Coin’ as it would have
been understood by those listening in Bible times.
The author explains…

“The Jewish Wedding and the Bride of
Christ” by Mo Tizzard

“Brides in those times were given money in the
form of a dowry to take into their marriage, they
would sew these coins on a headband that she
would wear around her head. The dowry was her
inheritance from her father, and it was to equip the
bride for her new life with her husband. But the
most important thing was that the dowry was her
contribution to the marriage contract or covenant.”

D

uring lockdown I have felt stirred to
look at what it means to be the ‘Bride
of Christ’, especially as a man this can be
hard to grasp. I found this book very easy to read
with short chapters looking at the significance
of how ‘the stages of the Jewish Wedding in the
time of the Old and New Testaments show an
amazing correlation to the [Christian] wedding,
as the betrothed Bride of Christ with Jesus our
Bridegroom’.

Therefore, if she lost one of those coins she would
not have a complete dowry which was a breach
of the marriage contract and that in turn meant
that she could not get married. So, if she found
a lost coin from her dowry, she would have been
overjoyed. I found this book really helped me
understand more deeply how I am to be in my
relationship with Jesus.

“For I have betrothed you to one husband, to
Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin
to him.”
2 Corinthians 11: 2

Article by Simon Brigham - A member of the
Residential Ministry Team

The book unearths the hidden customs and
cultures of the ancient matchmaker, betrothal and
wedding ceremonies. It looks at the traditional
Jewish process for arranging a marriage, the
betrothal and the wedding ceremony which are
directly linked to God’s choice of us, Christ’s
relationship with his Bride and his second coming.
The author outlines the three stages of the Jewish
wedding, including the Betrothal ceremony, called
the ‘Kiddushin’, which comes from the Hebrew
word that means ‘sanctified’ or ‘set apart’.

Our Guests Say . . .

I

looked forward so much to coming
back again. This is a special place
where we have time to hear God.
The love and care shown by the staff
especially in these difficult times is
exceptional - MV

After this ceremony, even though a couple had
made vows committing themselves to each other,
they would not live together for a period of
about a year. This time apart allowed the bride
to show her purity, that she had not slept with
any other man. It also gave the groom time to go
and prepare a place for them both to live in, after
the final part of the wedding ceremony had taken
place. This reminded me how as Christians we
are to set ourselves apart for Jesus and seek to
become more holy and pure, and that Jesus has
said He has gone to prepare a place for us.

T

S

hank you! I am full of gratitude
for this place and the people
who make it. I am overwhelmed
by the generosity of spirit in those
who give their time and attention to
praying for others through [the] healing
ministry - CR

Mo writes about the many different stages of the
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What are you waiting for?
‘Why do you stand here looking into the
sky?’ the men in white said to the disciples
as they watched the risen Jesus disappear
from their sight, hidden by a cloud.

will have talked of Jesus, all he taught, all he did, all
he was. They will have shared their experiences,
thoughts and feelings, looking back as they looked
forward.
They will have looked back into their scriptures

‘This same Jesus will come back in the same as Jesus encouraged them to do, to learn more of
way you have seen him go.’
God revealing His purposes through the stories

H

from the past.

ere is a promise from God on which to
base hope that Jesus will return some day.
And he will return as he went, suddenly,
unexpectedly, mysteriously, enigmatically…

They prepared practically for the new season to
come by appointing a disciple to serve as one of
The Twelve to replace Judas Iscariot. They prepared
for this by asking for God’s guidance in the
appointment.

As the disciples stood there, probably amazed and
dumbfounded, the angels could have asked them,
‘What are you waiting for?’ Why are you hanging
around here when Jesus has told you what to do?  

You may be waiting and preparing for something
at this time. You may be waiting for an end to
the restrictions imposed to manage the Covid
pandemic. Perhaps you are waiting for news of an
expected event or a new job, a treatment for your
health, a reconciliation, a birth or a death… You
may be waiting to know God with you in a difficult
waiting time. You may be finding it hard to hold on
to hope.

He had said, ‘Wait in Jerusalem,’ God’s holy city
where God’s people for generations had come
to seek God, to be in His presence in the Temple.
And he told them to wait there for the Holy Spirit.

The disciples obediently went and waited, probably
having little idea of what the coming of the Holy
Spirit would be like. They waited, believing in the
What are you waiting for? You may be looking into
abiding presence of God with them, for the coming
the sky (metaphorically speaking) for a revelation
of a new and powerful experience of His presence.  
and have yet to grasp that you have been called
into a time of waiting and preparing.
The waiting was an active waiting.
In Advent, our devotions are traditionally focused
in thoughts of waiting and preparing for the coming
of Jesus. It comes in the church’s calendar in the

They prepared spiritually and mentally for the
fulfilment of God’s promise by constantly meeting
together and worshipping God together. They
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four weeks before Christmas when we celebrate
the first coming of Jesus, Emmanuel, the God of
Heaven with us as a human being.  

As they waited for the time Jesus would come
again in the same way they had seen him go, they
were called to wait for and be ready for his coming
in the here and now, anytime, anywhere, into any
situation - suddenly, unexpectedly, mysteriously,
enigmatically. And he came - by His Holy Spirit,
on the disciples gathered together on the Day of
Pentecost and in the home of Cornelius. He came
to them as they worshipped and served each other
and as they preached and taught and healed. He
came when they were in a group and he came to
them individually. He came to comfort, challenge,
inspire and guide; to equip, train and teach. He
came to heal and restore.

In the readings and reflections of Advent we
share in the ancient longings of God’s people for
a Messiah, and we prepare in expectation for His
future coming in glory. And we might take some
guidance from the first disciples as they waited to
inspire our waiting and preparing, whatever our
situation in life may be at the moment.   
The disciples trusted God’s word, His promise,
not knowing how it would be fulfilled. They lived
obediently and chose to hope, however they might
have been feeling.

This Advent, we may like to ask God to teach us
more about the significance of waiting and how we
might best prepare for His coming, whenever and
however He will come.

They nurtured hope and trust by remembering
how God had kept His promises in the past, in
their personal experience and in the experience
of God’s people. They celebrated all God was for
them. They used the waiting time as an opportunity
to reflect and learn and make practical changes
that they asked for God’s guidance in. They did this
together, encouraging each other in faith.  

Article by Revd. Christine Holzapfel
- A volunteer prayer team member
serving the wider community.

They waited believing in the abiding presence of
God, but looking with expectation for more of God
in their experience.  

In your 20’s or 30’s
and looking for a
retreat?

Our Guests Say . . .

I

left the appointment feeling a strong
peace and the feeling of heavy
weights being lifted off. [I] have
a stronger focus on the Lord and
increased trust in him - BA

T

Our new retreat for 20’s - 30’s is running from 30th
April - 2nd May 2020. Book early as we anticipate this
will be extremely popular with our younger guests.

S

hank you to all who have made
my time here so amazing. The
rhythm of each day was perfect.
It’s very much appreciated that you
have worked so hard at bringing about
a ‘safe’ environment in the current
climate. My experience here has been
safe, secure and full of God - ER

Book today at https://www.harnhillcentre.org.uk/
book_a_retreat, or email us at bookings@harnhillcentre.
org.uk for more information.
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Fundraising and Finance

uring this time of COVID-19 we give
thanks to God for his faithful provision
for the Centre, for the many donations
we have received both during ‘lockdown’ and
easement, and for the funding received from
both Government and Grant funders who have
enabled us to stay afloat and remain in tact as a
Community family, whether part of the ministry or
support team, and continue our Christian Ministry
here at Harnhill.

Illustration of reliance
upon different income
streams

Donations

We have recently finalised the accounts for our
last year end (31st December 2019) and were
able to finish the year in a more positive place
than we have previously experienced because of a
remarkable legacy which came to us in December
about which we had previously been unaware, and
of course not knowing what lay ahead. It rapidly
became clear why this gift had unexpectedly come
to pass. Had it not been for this, our start to 2020
would have been very different.

Fund
Charitable
Generation - Activities
Charity Shop

Other
Income

Legacy

In contrast, the chart opposite illustrates our
different areas of expenditure.
But we have hopes and plans!
We have long had discussions about how we can
make ourselves more resilient, how we can use
the blessings we have received to best effect and
we hope to expand the use of our facilities in new
ways in 2021 bringing what we offer to a wider
audience but remaining true to our roots and
faithful to our ministry.

The Trustees and Team work hard to shape
Harnhill and to be good stewards. At present,
we rely on donations for 54% of our income and
the guest visits (charitable activities) generate just
over 42% of our income. It is an ever-changing
picture. So, we remain heavily dependent upon
our donation revenue to sustain the expense of
running and staffing the Centre.

Two ways in which we want to do this is by using
the Henly Room when not needed for guest
activities to create a welcoming Café, offering
Sunday Cream Teas from March to October and
exploring links with church groups who may wish
Other Income
1%

Income Sources for 2019

Legacy
21%

Charitable Activities
33%

Fund Generation Charity Shop
2%

Donations
43%
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Bursaries Granted
1%

Fundraising
1%

Bookshop Stock
2%

Depreciation
4%

Property, Garden and
Maintenance Costs
17%

Kitchen and Team
Household Costs
13%
Travel and Volunteer
Expenses
1%

Management & Admin
- Professional Fees
(Legal, Audit etc)
7%

Office Costs
3%
Centre Team Ministry
and Support Costs
49%

Support Costs Ministry Expenditure
2%

Expenditure in 2019

to use it and also other groups such as those
supporting people with mental health challenges.
The other area of interest is in using some of our
field space to offer a Caravan Certified Location
which would facilitate a welcoming retreat
opportunity for no more than five caravans or
motorhomes, and perhaps connecting with the
Caravaners and Camping Christian Fellowship for
certain weeks of the year.

Thinking about setting
up a Prayer Ministry
Team in your church?
We are running our training course : The Ministry
of Healing in the Local Church on 15th May 2021

An investment will be needed to bring about
both the new areas of interest. For example, we
will need a good barista machine, some planters,
crockery etc. for the café; and an electrical hookup facility, electric car charging, water and chemical
disposal arrangements for the certified location,
but if we can transform these two ideas from
the drawing board into reality, we believe we can
contribute a sum towards our regular income per
year equivalent to funding two residential prayer
ministry posts.

The cost is £20 per delegate and whilst we hope
to be face-to-face we can also offer the course
online

Our Guests Say . . .

A

We must use the gifts we have but equally must
protect what is so much the essence of Harnhill.

big thank you to everyone
especially those behind the
scenes. A lovely house and
welcoming people have made it feel
‘home’ - GN

Article by Rachel Severn - A Trustee and Finance Team Member.

If you would like to support the Harnhill Team
or donate towards one of our projects, please
visit our new supporters’ page on our website.

I

www.harnhillcentre.org.uk/
support_us
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S
feel re-energised and full of the
[Holy] Spirit. This retreat has come
at just the right time for me - PB

All on Board

began in such a context, seeing my grandmother
pray for people and they would receive healing, in
various forms. These formative experiences have
shaped my understanding that God healed people
then and is still healing people today.

Whilst the ministry team are an important part of
serving the guests of Harnhill, the Trustees are an
essential part of our operational decision making
and governance. We are delighted to welcome two
new members to the Board of Trustees.

I look forward to being part of Harnhill where
the vision of healing is about human flourishing,
and being part of a team that helps people to
find healing and wholeness so that they may enjoy
God and live flourishing lives. It is my prayer that
all who come to Harnhill will encounter God’s
transformative love and receive holistic healing.

Revd. Lindiwe Maseko

I

was born in Zimbabwe and have lived in
London since 2001. I’m currently working as
a Team Curate in the Ravensbourne Team in
South London. Prior to training for ordination at
Wycliffe Hall I held various roles ranging from Safari
Consultant, Parish Administrator and Fundraising in
an international Christian charity, where I was part
of the team [that] empowered communities to lift
themselves out of material and spiritual poverty. I
also have a background in Religion and Human
Rights and in Applied Theology.

Revd. Rob Merchant - Tutor and Director
of St Mellitus College, Chelmsford.

U

pon leaving school Rob worked as a care
worker supporting people with learning
disabilities. Since ordination he has served
in a number of different ministerial contexts from
multi-parish rural to single parish urban as an
incumbent and as an associate priest, he has also
worked in academic research and management.

I grew up in an African culture that embraces
and affirms Christian healing and spirituality, as
an innate and essential aspect of our humanness.
African Christian spirituality is very present and real,
impact[ing] and influenc[ing] daily life. The African
understanding of health includes the well-being of a
person and their flourishing. Healing be it physical,
spiritual or psychosocial, is seen as a usual part of
the Christian community’s life. My faith journey

Rob’s passion is to see people flourish in the
ministry to which they are called, in whatever
walk of life. He is married to Tamsin, who is Vicar
of St Mary’s Hornsey Rise where Rob serves as
Associate Vicar. Rob recently published ‘Broken by
Fear. Anchored in Hope: Faithfulness in an age of
anxiety’ (SPCK, 2020) https://spckpublishing.co.uk/
broken-by-fear-anchored-in-hope

Bringing healing and wholeness through Jesus Christ
Please contact the office for reservations and bookings or visit our website for more information.
The Harnhill Centre 			

Tel:

01285 850283

Harnhill 				

Email: office@harnhillcentre.org.uk

Cirencester				Web: www.harnhillcentre.org.uk
Gloucestershire
GL7 5PX

A Charitable Incorporated Organisation - Registered Charity No.1176053
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